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Q&A
What inspired you to pursue a career in this field?
The ability to rapidly image critical pathologies in real time to guide
therapy and optimize patient care is truly astonishing. Echocardiography has had one of the most profound impact on my practice as a cardiac anesthesiologist with the use of perioperative TEE imaging and
surface ultrasound for TTE, vascular access, epicardiac imaging and
lung ultrasound. The portability and benefit of this technology has
been far reaching to the extent that the stethoscope has now become
almost obsolete! It has been truly exciting to be part of the ultrasound
revolution and witness such enthusiasm and rapid integration of this
amazing technology in most subspecialties.
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François Béïque, MD, FRCPC, FASE is currently the Chief of the
Department of Anesthesia at the Jewish General Hospital and the
Director of Cardiac Anesthesia at McGill University. As a medical
student, Dr. Béïque received the McGill McConnell Award for high
academic standing. Following his residency at McGill University,
he completed a fellowship in cardiothoracic anesthesia at Emory
University and was the recipient of the McGill Detweiler Award. He
is currently an Associate Professor of Anesthesia at McGill University
and received the prestigious Deirdre M.M. Gillis Award for Excellence
in the Teaching of Anesthesia as well as CanMEDS Medical Expert
and Professional Awards.
Dr. François Béïque has been on the Board of Directors of the National Board of Echocardiography for the last 5 years. Dr. Béïque was
appointed the Chair of the certification exam in Advanced Perioperative Transesophageal Echocardiography (PTEeXAM). The examination was developed by the National Board of Echocardiography and
the appointment covers both Canada and the USA.

What influenced you to join the NBE Board of Directors?
I feel privileged to be part of such a dynamic group of individuals that
have all contributed greatly to excellence in echocardiography. I am
humbled to be the first Canadian anesthesiologist to be appointed as
chair of the advanced PTE exam writing committee. The exam strives
to ensure clinical expertise and competency in echocardiography at an
advanced level providing physicians with the possibility of achieving
testamur status or certification. Inclusion of committee members from
private practice as well as academic centers while keeping in mind
the importance of having broad geographic representation in North
America ensures a balanced approach to the examination process.

What excites you most about the direction of the NBE,
and how will you continue to contribute to it?
I am truly excited to be part of the NBE ongoing efforts to increase
international recognition while promoting excellence in echocardiography as part of its core value. The development of alternative certification and recertification pathways in echocardiography including the
possibility of creating MOCA minutes and integration of simulation
will greatly facilitate ongoing competency. The NBE continues to
grow with the development of new exams providing recognition of
expertise in echocardiography for physicians in different specialties
and field of practice. I am honored to have the opportunity to be on
the Board of Directors and look forward to future challenges as the
NBE continues to move forward.

NBE is thrilled to spotlight leadership for their accomplishments and
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